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June g, 1g90g.

Proceedings of General Assembly

Reports Of Some Important Standing Committees.

REPORT OF RTANDING COMMITTEEE ON
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES,

Your Stamding Committee on  Theologleal
SHeminaries  wonlidl  respoctively  report that
there hinve been put into thelr hands the an-
nual reporis of the Boards of Directors of
Tnlon  Theologicnl Seminnry, at  Richmond,
Va.,, of Columbla Theologienl Seminary, of the
Divinity School of the Southwestern IPres-
Tixterian University, of the ‘Theologleal Seml-
nary of Kentoeky and of Austin Preshyterian
Theologleal Seminary.  These reports are fuli
aind  enconraging, showing safe investments,
that the health of professors and students, has,
with  few  exceptions, been good, that the
work has been prosecuted with vigor and
fidelity and that the number of stedents en-
rolled Is greater than thet of lnst year., In
connection with these facts, it Is with some
disappointment that we note that the num-
ber of young men golog forth this year from
these iustitutions Into thelr life work s less
than that of last year.

At Tnion Theological Sewinary, the nnm-
her of gradyates Is 13, and the attendance 72,
an inerease of 3 over last year. The students
Wave continned and enlarged thelr mission
work aml the Seminary has in successful op-
eration n conrse of iInstruction in Missions,
Babbath Schools and Young T'eople’s Work.
Furthier, throngh the laborg of professors and
undergraduntes, the clalms of the Gospel Min-
istry have lLwen presented to all the State
and  Denominational  Institutlons within  the
twd Synods of Vieginia and North Carolina.
It Is with gratitude we note that through the
liberality of the Preshyterlans of Richmond,
Richmond Hall, at a vost of $43,000, has been
wrected,

At Colnmbin Theologiceal Seminary the en-
rollment Is 27, a gain of 2 over last year,
11 of whom go forth to the work of the min-
Istry. The Rev, Dr. W E. Mellwaln has
been sccursid as finnnclal agent, and In the
spirit of enlarzed enterprise, this institution
“‘rejolees to believe it has entered upon n
most active and suceesstnl ern.'

The Divinity School of the Southwestern
Presbyterian University bas 10 students, *“the
same as last year, exelusive of 3, who were
only In special classes. Four are expecting to
=nter the ministry at the close of the present
sesslon.”  The Rev. Dr. J. W, Roseboro, hav-
ing been elecled to the Palmer Chalr of Sys-
tematic Theology, has prosecuted successfully
‘his work during the past year and the *“Rev.
R. E. Fulton bas been advanced from Assis-
tant Professor. to full Assoclate Professor of
Ecclesinstionl History.™

At the Theological Seminary of Kentoeky,
‘the enrollment was 45 as agalnst 46 of last
year, with seven young men golng out into
their chosen work. In the rd of Direc-
“tors changes fave been made through the
death and resignation of certaln of Its mem-
bers and the election of others to take their
places,

“The Rev. . K. Crawford, D. D., Profes-
#or In the School of Old Testament Exege-
-®ls, has resigned his chalr and his resigna-
tlon hag been accepted with regret.  Other-
“wise, the faculty remalns the same as last
year. A dormitory. the last of the struc-
inres contemplated in the original design of
“the Bewminary, is now In process of erection.”
It I8 the munlficent gift of Mr. James Ross
“Todd and Mrs. Loulse Todd Hauge. In mem-
ory of their father and mother, Mr. Jeams
“Todd and Mrs. Mary M. Todd.

The Anstin  Theologleal Seminary reports
an enrollment of 17 stodents. a gain of 7
—over last year, upon 3 of whom the degree
of DBachelor of Divinity was recentlly con-
“Terred. “‘Several of these students have taken
conrses in the University of Texns and the
wprofessors have taught weekly Bible classes
among the University students. The endow-
ment of the Allen Johnson Chalr of English
‘Bible and Practieal Theology nas been. about
<ompleted, and the work of the Seminary has
gone on without Interruption under tbhe offi-
cient direction of five professorz. The Kev, Dr.
M. E. Vinson has been unanimously elected
hy the Board of Directors to the office of
President of the Semiuary,

It 18 gratifying to record that most of these
Anstitntions have provided special courses of
Aectures, delivered by distingulshed speakers
from our own iand and from abroad, that
An all of them the spirit of progress s manl-
fest and that they display unflinching Adelity
1o and comwmendable zeal for the faith de-
Aivered once for all unto the Salnts.

We recommend:

1. That the Asseinbly herchy express Its

titude to God for the manifest tokens of
{tr: favor toward these Institutions during the

B That candidates for the ministry, wishing

" Preshyterles

to avall themselves of the henefits of these
instintions be encouraged, and, whenever prae-
tical. required to prepare themselves for their
Theologieal Studies by taking thorongh ecolle-
glate courses.

3. That these Schools of the Prophets be,
and hereby are, commended to our candidates
for the minlstry as being eminently quilified
:-;“ prepare them for the duties of that holy
Gillce,

4. That these Institntions be and herehy
are heartlly commended to all onr people, for
thelr support by thelr patronage, ther pray-

ers and their lberality,
Respectively  submitted.
JOSEPH H. LUMPKIN Chalrman,
S iy
THE NARRATIVE.
_ Your Committee on the Narrative on the
State of Rellglon begs leave to make the fol-
lowing report.

Narratives from 84 Presbyteries have heen
placed in our hands, together with an over-
ture from Abingdon Presoytery, asking “the
Assembly to interpret definitely question No.
10 in the narrative of the sesslon.'

I. In answer to this overture the Assembly
makes the following reply: Question ten (10)
of the narrative of the session, (What evan-
gelistic work Is downe by your chureh outside
its bounds® lhas  referenee to evangellstle
work by the clurch in terriotry immediately
tonching the bounds of the cougregation e. B
a mission SBunday school,

II. The attention of the Presbyteries s
lied to this direction of the last Assembly
(see page 4) “Narratives of Preshytery shounld
cinbiraee toples that confirm to the narratives
of sessions with a prefatory statement which
shows how many churches there are In the

Presiytery and how many sent written nar-
ratives to the meeting when the Presbyterial
narrative was prepared and with a final tople
on the supply of its churches with the min-
istry of the word.” .

I1I. From the narratives sent up to this
Assembly the following is a brief summary:

1. With few exceptions the attendance upon
the Sahbagh morning services of the churches
is zood. ew of the narratives speak of the
mid-week prayer meeting or the Sabbath even.
ing service, but when reference Is made to
these it is to note small congregatlons in at
fendance. In very few instances Is there ref-
erence to attendance of the children gt pnblie
wuorshin.

2. We would stress the cry of every one
of these 84 narratives that family worship s
woefully neglected. While the narratives are
too indefinite to approximate the proportion
of the familles within our churches where the
altur burns, we are persuaded that 20 per
cent 18 too high an estimate. “Sadly neglected™
is the lamentable ery from every quarter of
our hounds. While here and there even three
fourths of the families of a churelh keep the
altar burning, they are the rare exceptions,
while on ihe other band, fifteen of our Pres.
Lvteries sent up the report that there are
churches within thelr bounds in which there
I not even one family observing family wor-
ship and one Presbytery reports pine such
. churches,

The neglect of famlly worship l= a bilght
upon onr whole church, Earnest effort hy the
Bession and  pastors should be prayerfully
made to correct this evll and ceaseless prayer
be made to the Great Head of-the Chuarch
to pour out His Spirit that there may he a
revival of true and undefiled religion in His
Rody on earth. Attentlon Is here directed
to Lthe sermon on famlily religlon by the re-
tirlug moderator of this Assembly, Rev. W. W.
Moore. I). D)., which ean be bhad of our Pub-
lleation Committee i Rlchmond, Va., in pam-
phlet form. We should be glad to see a cony
of this sermon In all our homes and read by
every parent. -

3. “Outwardly well observed" 1s the stereo.
ty answer on the toples of the ohservance
of the Lord’s day by members. - We know
that the tendency of the day Is towards a lax
obgervance of the Sabbath, and this laxness
finds expression among our church members
in roclal visiting, travel, getting the mall.
rending the secular newspapers, neglect of
private worship In the home, ete. We are
persunded that the observance of the Lord's
day after the seriptural manner and as prac-
ticed by our fathers, Is 1o a “greal extent,
n thing of the past.”

4 nand 5. To an alarming extent mmny of the

report the tralning In the home
of the children and youth In the scriptures
and Catechlsms of the church Is “sadly neg-
lected.”  These narratives show a widespread
i tlon to shift this billty to the
Babbath school; that the
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bath school s °

fast hweoming, not an auxillary to the home,
but. to a great extent, superceding it. We
fear that In many cases, refiglons tralning Is
htlt-;lznlc-ul entirely to the Sabbath  school
teacher,

The Sabbath schools are genernlly  reported
to he well attended and generally In good
conditlon.  The work appears to be system-
atie, fafthful and nggressive.  More attention
Is belug given to material equipment, tealning
of teachers and methods of Bible study. “‘But
the, 8ahbath school ean be nelther god-mother
hor step-mother to the child who has profess.
g parents at home,"

6. The narratives present an encouraglug re-.
port as to the generosity of our people in giv.
Ing of their substance to God In the support
of the Gospel,

The general tenor of the reports seems to
gonmd A new note.  Our people  are belng
moved more and more to see the great duty
and privilege, not only of supporting the gos-
pel in their own Individunl ehurchos, bul ot
careving It to the meedy and destitute of
every Jamd.  While onr people are growing ia
the grace of giving, it is questioned, In sOme
cases, If the Iuerense Is In proportion to the
Inerense of their income,

7. Nearly all of the narratlves show thnat
most of the pastors have been fully pald thelr
salarles, thongh not always promptly, Fow
report an increase of salavies. In view of the
Increased vost of living, the larger Income of
our people, and, In 30 large a number of [SELER
of the too meager salarles now pald the pas-
tors, our churches are urged to a more falth-
ful obedience of the diving command, *“T.et
him that Is taught in the word communicate
with him that teacheth In all good things.'

8. In a large majority of our churches there
fe evidence of the IHoly Spirit's power and
presence in stendy growth In grace and In
decpening interest in things spiritunl. A lim-
Ited number report a great awaking and largc
accessions throngh professions of falth. While
we rejolce In the increased activity In church
work, we wonld admonlsh all our people to
always bear In mind that mere activity Is not
trnit-hearing,

9. “Worldly conformity does not prevail,”
or “Worldly conformity does not prevall to
A great extent,” characterizes the replles of
most of the narratives. These replies con-
tradict answers ‘to auestions of most of
the narratives, showing that the minds
of many are evidenily In a state of uncer-
taluty ns to what constitutes “worldly con-
formity.” One nareative freely admits world-
Iy conformity, bnt notes that 1t does not ““pre-
vall." There seems to be not gencral conform-
ity to a well-definéd worldliness, One narra-
tive repllu: “As to worldly conformity, as a
Presbytery, looking the question straight In
the face from a seriptural view polnt, ‘we are
compelled to reply that the lines of de-
marcation between the Chureh and the world
are greatly obseured in varfous ways, de-
pending upon varylng views and cusioms of
different communities.” This answer we he-
leve truly states the fact The lax observ-
anee of the Sabbath 18 a elear evidence of
the pirevalency of worldly conformity.

1U. A larger proportion of the Preshyterles
report a goodly number of churches e
in evangellstic work outside of thelr bounds.
The replles to this question, however, show
that all do not understand the question alike,
One class regards the perszonal cfforts of pas-
tor and people to foster and maintain a mis-
slon chunreh In thelr community as evangells-
tie work outside of tfelr bounds, while an-
other class regards that duty: fulfilled In the
support of a Torelgn missionary. In the light
of the ‘definitlon gilven above (1), we rofo
to know that there Is a goodly number of
churches availlug themselves of the opportn-
nitles to enter the open doors around them.
On the other hand, we are ined to know
that so many phurches are blind to these op-

riunities. Our churches are evangellenl,
ut our people, In many ecases, are not evan-
gelistle,

11. Nearly all of the Presbyteries report that
ntlll'nw mh;:t mndleth to b’mmrutu to
the nistry, either s sermons
or personnl efforts by pastors, or by the
p;rlr?&ll effqrts of the other officers of the
chnrehes,

42, For the reason that most,of the Pres-
hyterfes fall to state the number of charches
enrolled and reporting and so large a numher
returning no answer the Inquiry, “To what
extent are your churches supplied with the
ministry of the Word?' vour committee does
not attempt to treat this topic, ex to urge
reaseless prayer to God to throst . more
Inborers Into His v| Upon the whole,

there Is avidence of n slow, but positive




